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general levels of integration among human societies-the "primitive" and
"civilized," and points out some universal features and some significant dif-
ferences between them. R. Park asks the question: "What are the distin-
guishing characteristics of modern society?" and gives answers, such as size,
complexity, speed, mechanisms, freedom. He ends on the hopeful note that,
since men will still make war to impose upon the world a new order, the
Great Society is neither finished nor declining! -T. H. BULLOCK.
FRACTURES. By Paul B. Magnuson. J. B. Lippincott Co.,
Philadelphia, 1942. 4th Ed. ix + 511 pp. $5.50.
This is the fourth edition of this book, and all four have been published
within ten years. The author includes a section devoted to the primary
treatment and to the transportation of fractures as they occur in war, offering
suggestions which, as the author says, represent the opinions of the Committee
on Orthopedic Surgery of the National Research Council.
The author emphasizes in this edition, as in the previous ones, the fact
that fractures should be treated with a basic knowledge of the anatomy and
physiology of the parts involved. He includes numerous anatomical drawings
showing the muscles affecting the fractured bones.
A chapter is devoted to the anatomy of the spine and cord as well as to
injuries to the spine.
There is but little space devoted to treatment by open reduction.
One of the most attractive features of the book is the excellence of the
diagrams and photographs which are extremely important in any book dealing
with fractures. -M. S. EVELETH.
THE CHANGES IN THE KNEE JOINT AT VARIOUS AGES. By
Granville A. Bennett, Hans Waine, and Walter Bauer. The Com-
monwealth Fund, New York, 1942. 79 pp. + bibliography, index,
and 31 plates. $2.50.
This book contains a thorough study of the knee joints of 63 individuals
varying in age from 1 month to 90 years. These knee joints were obtained
post mortem or following amputation and then fixed in formaldehyde. Fol-
lowing this, x-rays were taken of all the joints and then they were opened
and studied macroscopically and microscopically. None of these individuals
had complained of any knee-joint symptoms and no changes were noted on
physical examination.
The striking feature presented by the book is that all of the knee joints
beyond the second decade of life showed definite changes similar to those